Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.053; wR factor = 0.157; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.8.
Related literature
For the use of amine derivatives in coordination chemistry, see: Manzur et al. (2007) ; Ismayilov et al. (2007) ; Austria et al. (2007) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
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Comment
In the past five years, we have focused on the chemistry of amine derivatives because of their multiple coordination modes as ligands to metal ions and for the construction of novel metal-organic frameworks (Manzur et al. 2007; Ismayilov et al. 2007; Austria et al. 2007) . We report here the crystal structure of the title compound, 3-cyanobenzenaminium monochloride.
In the title compound ( Fig.1) , the N2 atom of the amine group is protonated. The nitrile group is coplanar with the benzene ring. Bond lengths and angles lie within normal ranges.
In the crystal structure the organic cation and Cl -ions are linked to form a two-dimensional network parallel to the (0 0 1) plane ( Fig.2 ) by N-H···Cl hydrogen bonds (Table 1) .
Experimental 3-Cyanobenzenaminium monochloride (3 mmol) was dissolved in ethanol (20 ml). The solution was allowed to evaporate to obtain colourless block-shaped crystals of the title compound.
Refinement
All H atoms were fixed geometrically [C-H = 0.93 Å and N-H = 0.89 Å] and treated as riding, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) and 1.5U eq (N).
Figures Fig. 1 . A view of the title compound with the atomic numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. 
